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official in Washington as well as his numerous
travels across the country and internationally.

Many sites and scenes caught his eye. In
hundreds of pictures he presented fine portraits of
the capital’s many shrines and monuments along
with the city’s historically important buildings
and churches. He was on hand to record historical
events including three presidential inaugurations
and even the great parade of confederate soldiers
at their reunion in 1917. He apparently was a great
fan of the Washington Monument, making nearly
four dozen images of that beloved shrine.

Several thousand of these images, produced
from about 1902 to 1921, survived in the form of
nitrate based and glass negatives and glass lantern
slides all enhanced by the preservation of his
meticulous notes identifying persons and subjects
as well as camera types and shutter speeds. In the
1970s, with generous financial support from the
National Endowment for the Humanities, Catholic
University was able to transfer the unstable and
highly volatile nitrate images to safety film and
create reference prints with a card index for access.
In more recent years over 1200 of the images have
been digitized and made available online.

CONCLUSION

Powderly died in Washington on June 24, 1924.
Until recently labor historians had dismissed

him and the Knights of Labor as relics of the
utopian traditions of the antebellum years. Such
traditions were unsuited to the economic realities
of the Gilded Age, especially in comparison to the
rival American Federation of Labor and its more
apolitical craft unionism. Powderly, famed leader
of the Knights, was charged with being sensitive,
vain, naive, a “pious windbag.”

Recent studies of the Knights, especially by
Craig Phelan, have transformed this view of the
organization into that of an authentic working-
class organization with a convincing critique
of industrial capitalism. This has helped make
the case that Powderly was not a pusillanimous

utopian, but a worthy if somewhat flawed hero
who articulated the progressive vision of the
working masses in the face of the inhumanity of
the industrial capitalist system.

With his reputation restored by historians,
Powderly began to receive honors such as being
inducted into the U.S. Department of Labor’s
Hall of Fame in 2000, joining such figures as
rival Samuel Gompers, friend Mary Harris
“Mother” Jones, and fellow Pennsylvanian labor
leader Philip Murray. A fair and comprehensive
biography encompassing his full career, especially
his later years, is still awaited.

William John Shepherd has been an archivist
for over twenty years at The Catholic University
of America, home of the papers and photographs of
Terence Powderly and several other Catholic labor
leaders.

Notes on Sources: The author recommends
Terence V. Powderly, The Path I Trod: The
Autobiography of Terence V. Powderly (1940),
Henry Brown’s The Catholic Church and the
Knights of Labor (1949), Craig Phelan’s Grand
Master Workman: Terence Powderly and
the Knights of Labor (2000), and the websites
“Forging Bonds of Sympathy: The Catholic Church
and the Knights of Labor” at http://cuomeka.wrlc.
org/exhibits#ex10 and Terence Vincent Powderly
Photographic Prints at hitp://www.aladin0.wrlc.org/
gsdl/collect/powderly/powderly.shtm

(About Our Cover, continued from page 2)

is seen touching the Emancipation Proclamation
which rests on a plinth that features on its surface
several patriotic symbols, including George
Washington’s profile and a shield decorated with
the stars and stripes. The symbolism continued with
a background containing a cloth-draped whipping
post. The face of the freedman was that of an actual
ex-slave, Archer Alexander. Alexander’s life story
was known to many at that time because he was
the subject of a popular account by the celebrated
author, William Greenleaf Eliot.
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